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BACKGROUNDER:
RELIGIOUS HATRED IN INDIA & GLOBAL SECURITY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's anti-Muslim partyfounded by Nazi sympathizers

The crisis in Kashmir created by Narendra Modi has its origins in a movement that advances a racist
ideology and advocates ethno-nationalist violence. The international community is not likely to
respond with sufficient energy and resolve unless political leaders aided by the media appreciate that
Modi’s decision to assert control of Kashmir is deeply embedded in a set ofbeliefs and practices that
played an important role in his rise to power and continues to be central to his successful political

strategy.

Modi’s political power in India is derived from a movement that has for decades advanced
racist ideology and ethnonationalist violence. Since childhood, Modi has been closely and
actively associated with the RSS, an organization birthed by Nazi sympathizers that explicitly
endorses the strategy and tactics of Hitler and Mussolini. RSS is the movement that spawned
Ghandi’s assassin, Nathuram Godse.

Modi earned the title of “Butcher of Gujarat” as Chief Minister of that state where he

watched over an anti-Muslim pogrom that killed over 1,000 people in 2002. The Bush
administration’s State Department then barred him from entering the U.S. for “severe

violations of religious freedom.”

Modi continues to countenance government-sanctioned violence against Muslims

Modi’s government is now building detention camps for 2 million Muslims in Assam, many
ofwhom have lived there for generations but who cannot produced documents proving their
Indian citizenship.

With Kashmir, Modi’s India now poses an imminent, credible threat to regional and global
security.

e The crisis Modi has created in Kashmir, as with the less-noted crisis in Assam, is
particularly dangerous because of its high stakes for him ideologically and
electorally.

The international community has been hesitant to describe the Prime Minister or his ruling
party in such stark terms.

e Forjournalists, using epithets like “fascist” is often frowned upon as editorializing:
subjective, inflammatory and fraught.

» Foreign service professionals are reasonably concerned about misapprehending a
government with which they require a working relationship.

But the situation has developed such that, beyond any humanitarian imperative, to avoid this
language is now to critically disservice national and public interests.
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e Asthe_Ass ociated Pres_s aeknowledgedJhis_year, choosing not to identify racist
speech or action as “racist,” even when doing so might be provocative, is a barrier to
the accurate production and dissemination of knowledge.

e For governments, the situation is all the more serious: Modi’s actions in Kashmir
constitute an international emergency, threatening the safety and stability ofthe
region and the world.

To contextualize the crisis in Kashmir, and elucidate the cause for international alarm, this
backgrounder provides (i) a history of Modi’s political party and affiliates; (ii) a history of
Modi’s own political career; (iii) an overview of theories of fascism, compared against the
present moment; and (iv) an assessment of India’s historical and contemporary role in the
politics and security of South Asia.

HISTORY IN CONTEXT |: THE BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP) & RASHTRIYA
SWAYAMSEVAK SANGH (RSS)

The ruling party of India, Modi’s BJP, was formally established in 1980, but its roots are in a
Hindu ethnonationalist tradition that extends back much further.

The BJP was founded by the RSS, a paramilitary organization dedicated to cleansing India of
non-Hindu minority communities and cultures.

The RSS formed almost 100 years ago to advance the doctrine of “Hindutva,” which holds
that the glory of a unified Hindu racial identity is India’s destiny.

e Veer Savarkar, the father of Hindutva, urged a “defense of [Hindu] race and land.”

e Hindutva’s popular appeal originally stemmed from opposition to British colonial
rule, but the RSS was ultimately more interested in Hindu nationalism than
decolonization.

e The RSS sided with the British colonists over the secular democratic groups seeking
India’s independence, who they criticized as “Muslim sympathizers.”

The pioneers of RSS came to idolize Adolf Hitler’s agenda and methods, with Savarkar
arguing in 1940 that “Nazism proved undeniably the savior of Germany.”

One leader ofthe RSS, M. S. Golwalkar, wrote that Nazi Germany’s approach to Jews was
“race pride at its highest.”

Increasingly, the RSS began to re-appropriate Nazi iconography to suit their own pursuit ofa
pure Aryan race.

e The concept of a supreme Aryan race actually traces back to racist interpretations of
the Sanskrit epics, which Modi and the BJP selectively invoke to justify their agenda.
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e The RSS has organized anti-Muslim terrorism for decades; they were outlawed three times in
modem Indian history, but now assume complete power over government and society.

» To this day, RSS members dress in brownshirt uniforms_andJrain for violence, explicitly
claiming the mantle ofthe paramilitary groups who supported Hitler and Mussolini.

e The RSS is the base of Modi’s power, and its Hindutva advocacy has pushed forward Modi’s
agendas in Assam and Kashmir.

HISTORY IN CONTEXT II: MODES LIFE & POLITICAL CAREER
« Modi began training with the RSS when he was only 8 years old.

e He started working for the RSS full-time in the 1970s, and their ethnonationalist ideology
shaped his political style and ambitions.

e In 2001, he rose to power as the Chief Minister of Gujarat, where he watched over the
Gujarat massacre, an anti-Muslim pogrom killing over 1,000 people.

e For overseeing the pogroms and exonerating his friends who initiated them, he became
known as the “butcher of Gujarat,” and the Bush administration’s State Department barred
him from entering the U.S. for “severe violations ofreligious freedom.”

e As Chief Minister, Modi also changed local schools’ curriculums to glorify Hitler and the
Nazis — the history textbooks his State Board published included chapters like "Hitler, the
Supremo,” and "Internal Achievements of Nazism."

e One section of a Modi-approved textbook reads: "Hitler lent dignity and prestige to the
German government. He adopted the policy of opposition towards the Jewish people and
advocated the supremacy ofthe Geiman race."

e As Prime Minister of India, Modi has adapted Hitler’s foreign policy of lebensraum to guide
India’s conquest and cleansing of previously autonomous territory, like Kashmir.

e Ifhistory is a lesson, Modi’s ambitions for racial purity and territorial domination are just
beginning, threatening the security of South Asia and the world.

IS MODES INDIA A FASCIST GOVERNMENT?

Determining whether Modi’s India can be accurately described as “fascist” requires us to establish
what fascism is and how it works in practice, with a basis in academic consensus.

e Fascists attain power by rallying ethnic majorities against a demonized minority “other.”

« Modi’s Hindu nationalist agenda violently pits a Hindu religious majority against a
Muslim minority — roughly 14.2% of India’s total population.

» This agenda packages religious differences as a fateful clash ofrace and culture.
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» Fascists construct a vast, mythic identity around the majority, giving rulers a near-divine
legitimacy in pursuing ethnonationalist purification.

« Hindutva, the defining concept behind his sweeping political appeal, posits that the
glory of a unified Hindu racial identity is the destiny ofthe Indian state.

* Maodi reinforces this mythic identity by invoking centuries-old, foundational Sanskrit
narratives — especially the epic Ramayana — and framing his political rule as their
divine legacy.

e This legacy, and India’s destiny, thus requires an “urgent defense of our race and
land,” as the pioneer of Hindutva first argued almost 100 years ago.

e Fascist groups seek to redefine national identity in the image ofthis mythic majority identity,
pushing out a constructed internal enemy.

e The 1948 assassination of Mahatma Gandhi, an icon of Indian identity, was carried
out by RSS member Nathuram Godse, now a key influence on Modi’s political allies.

e Modi’s RSS aims to erase the historical status of Gandhi and his protege Nehru, the
first Prime Minister, viewing them as “Muslim sympathizers.”

e Moadi’s BJP, which represents the RSS, won a sweeping majority in the 2019 election
on a campaign referencing Muslims as “infiltrators” and “termites.”

e One victorious member of Modi’s BJP, Sadhvi Pragya, was convicted ofterrorism a
decade earlier, when she conspired to bomb a Muslim-majority city, killing 10
people. Now, she is a powerful member of Indian parliament. At her victory party,
she celebrated Gandhi’s assassin as a patriot.

e As fascists consolidate identity and power, they advance political and military action to
“cleanse” that identity of enemy presence.

e Modi has now stripped citizenship from 1.9 million people in Assam, mostly
Muslims, falsely claiming that they are illegal immigrants from Bangladesh.

e India is now building detention camps for these stateless Muslim Indians.

e Then, fascists expand outward, using that ethnonationalist energy to conquer and annex new
territory.

0 Modi has now unilaterally revoked the political autonomy of Muslim-majority
Kashmir, imposing order through brutal violence.

o India’s ambitions in Kashmir, which borders Pakistan, risk potentially devastating
conflict between two nuclear-armed nations.
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IN BRIEF: INDIA, KASHMIR & SOUTH ASIAN SECURITY

e India’s 1947 independence involved partitioning it from another new and separate Muslim
state, Pakistan.

e After two subsequent wars between India and Pakistan, both started to develop nuclear
programs in the late 60s and early 70s.

e Over the course of these mid-century decades, the disputed territory of Kashmir — for which
the UN originally recommended a plebiscite vote of self-determination — joined the nation
of India on condition ofpolitical autonomy.

e Modi has now unilaterally revoked Kashmir’s political autonomy, kidnapped its leadership,
cut offits internet access and rounded up more than 2,000 Kashmiris in unknown locations;
this has reignited already grave tensions between India and Pakistan.

» The possibility of renewed violent conflict over Kashmir, pitting two nuclear-armed nations
against each other once more, could destabilize and devastate the South Asian region and the
world.

e Modi’s moves in Kashmir demand international attention and action.

CONCLUSION
e Modi’s India has demonstrated ambitions of ethnic cleansing and conquest.
e These ambitions, which can be reasonably described as fascist, are becoming a new reality.
0 Muslims are regularly murdered, assaulted and stripped of rights,
o Concentration camps for ethnic minority targets are in construction,

o0 India’s thirst for outward expansion and domination is revealing itself on the ground.

e Ifthe world looks on in resignation, as we did at Munich in 1938, India’s quest for ethnic
cleansing and annexation will only grow stronger — this time with the protection of nuclear

arms.

e The international community must act to save India’s Muslims, to save India’s neighbors and
to save itself.

This material is distributed by Fenton Communications, Inc. on behalfofthe International Humanitarian
Foundation. Additional information is available at the Department ofJustice, Washington, DC.
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Outlet

ABC Television Network - Washington Bureau
Associated Press

Associated Press - Washington Bureau
Associated Press - Washington Bureau
Associated Press - Washington Bureau
Associated Press Broadcast

Bloomberg News - Washington Bureau
Bloomberg News - Washington Bureau
Bloomberg News - Washington Bureau
Bloomberg News - Washington Bureau
Bloomberg News - Washington Bureau
Business Insider

BuzzFeed

BuzzFeed - Los Angeles Bureau
BuzzFeed News
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CBS Television Network - Washington Bureau
Chicago Sun-Times - Washington Bureau
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CNBC Online

CNN - Washington Bureau

CNN - Washington Bureau

CNN - Washington Bureau

Daily Dot

Fortune Online

HuffPost - Washington Bureau

HuffPost - Washington Bureau

Kevin Drum - Mother Jones

Mashable

McClatchy Newspapers.

McClatchy Newspapers

McClatchy Newspapers

Metro Weekly

Morning Joe - MSNBC

Mother Jones

NBC News Online

NBC News Online

NBC Television Network

NBC Television Network - Washington Bureau
NBC Television Network - Washington Bureau
NBC Television Network - Washington Bureau
NBC Television Network - Washington Bureau
NBC Television Network - Washington Bureau
New York Daily News

New York Post - Washington Bureau
Nexstar Media Group

NPR/National Public Radio

NPR/National Public Radio

NPR/National Public Radio

NPR/National Public Radio Online

PBS NewsHour - PBS

Philadelphia Inquirer

POLITICO

POLITICO

POLITICO

POLITICO

POLITICO

POLITICO

POLITICO Pulse

PRI's The World - PRI/Public Radio International
Reuters

Reuters

Reuters

Reuters - Washington Bureau

Roll Call

Roll Call

Roll Call

Salon

Seattle Times

Seattle Times

Seattle Times

Sinclair Broadcast Group

South Florida Sun Sentinel

Telemundo - Washington Bureau

The Atlantic

The Boston Globe

The Boston Globe - Washington Bureau
The Guardian

The Hill

The Hill

The Hill

The Hill

The Intercept

The New York Times - Washington Bureau
The New York Times - Washington Bureau
The New York Times - Washington Bureau
The New York Times - Washington Bureau
The New York Times - Washington Bureau
The New York Times - Washington Bureau
The New York Times - Washington Bureau
The New York Times - Washington Bureau
The Washington Post

The Washington Post

The Washington Post

The Washington Post

The Washington Post

The Washington Post

The Washington Post

The Washington Post

ThinkProgress

U.S. News & World Report

USA Today

USA Today - Washington Bureau

VOA News Online

Voice of America Radio Network

Voice of America Radio Network

Vox

Wall StreetJournal - Washington Bureau
Wall StreetJournal - Washington Bureau
Wall StreetJournal - Washington Bureau
Wall StreetJournal - Washington Bureau
Washington Examiner
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Julia
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Heidi
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Marisa
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Shannon
Deirdre
Scott
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Justine
John
Burgess
Sarah
Marianne
David
Jake
Dan
Stephen
David
David
Patricia
Steve
Bridget
Niels
Simone
Matthew
Jim
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Richard
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Todd
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Liz
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John
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Scott
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Julie Hirschfek]
Catie
Eric
Jeremy
Jonathan
Niraj
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Susan
Rachael
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Philip
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Katie
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Cindy
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Natalie
Michael
Kristina
Vivian
Naomi

Last

Bruce
Carovillano
Colvin
Lardner
Lee

Daly

Dopp
Edgerton
Epstein
House
Haltiwanger
Prakash
Bensinger
Baird
Speck
Garrett
Sweet
Kiefer
Higgins
Byrd
Cillizza
Stracqualursi
Wyrich
Sherman
Craven
Robillard
Drum
Binder
Lightman
Murphy
Roarty
Riley
Brzezinski
Oh

Allen
Johnson
Smith
Ainsley
Alexander
Caldwell
O'Donnell
Przybyla
Sommerfeldt
Schultz
Limon
Lundin
Sant
Walsh
Neuman
Alcindor
McDaniel
Bresnahan
Everett
Ferris
LeVine
Rogers
Sherman
Diamond
Snyder
Henry
Morgen
Zengerle
Holland
Bowman
Lesniewski
Pathe
Rozsa
Brunner
O'Sullivan
Wagoner
Bernstein
Sweeney
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Purdum
Bidgood
Goodwin
Gambino
Bowden
Greenwood
Samuels
Wong
Chavez
Davis
Edmondson
Lipton
Peters
Weisman
Chokshi
Haberman
Glasser

Hohmann
Itkowitz
Rucker
Terris
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Zezimz
Bames
Hansen
Shesgreen
Groppe
Spang
Bowman
Parker
Nilsen
Andrews
Bender
Peterson
Salama
Lim

Title

Senior Congressional Correspondent
Managing Editor

White House Reporter

Investigative Reporter

Reporter

Editor, Congress & Supreme Court
Congressional Reporter

Deputy Team Leader, Congress
White House Reporter
Congressional Correspondent
Politics Reporter

Investigative News Reporter
Reporter

National News Editor

Chief Washington Correspondent
Bureau Chief & Columnist
Congressional Correspondent
Reporter

Reporter

Politics Reporter & Editor at Large
Breaking News Reporter

Staff Writer

Contributor

Staff Reporter

Senior Politics Reporter

Political Blogger

Reporter

Congressional Editor
Correspondent

Politics Reporter

News Reporter

Co-Host

News & Engagement Editor
National Political Reporter
Reporter

Politics Reporter

National Security/Justice Reporter, NBC News investigations

White House Correspondent
Political Reporter

Capitol Hill Correspondent
National Political Reporter

Reporter & Senior Correspondent
Washington Correspondent
Anchor

Congressional Editor
Reporter/Editor

White House Correspondent

Reporter

Senior Congressional Reporter
Congressional Reporter

Reporter

Congressional Reporter

Senior Congressional Reporter

Senior Writer & Co-Author of The Playbook

Healthcare Reporter, POLITICO Pulse & Host, Pulse Check

Senior Radio Producer

Correspondent
Special Correspondent

Senior Political Reporter

Senior Senate Staff Writer

Senior Politics Reporter

Breaking News Writer

Politics Reporter

Government Reporter

Politics & Traffic Lab Editor

National Online News Writer and Reporter
Florida Reporter

Correspondent

Staff Writer

National Political Reporter

Political Reporter

Staff Writer/Reporter
Reporter

Staff Writer/Reporter

Senior Staff Writer

Political Reporter

Congress Correspondent
Reporter

Investigative Reporter

Reporter

Deputy Washington Editor
Reporter

‘White House Correspondent
Staff Writer

Congress Reporter

Congress Editor

National Political Correspondent
National Politics Reporter
White House Bureau Chief
Political Features Writer
Congressional Reporter

Congressional Reporter

Senate Correspondent

Booker, "Plugged in with Greta Van Susteren”
Politics & Policy Reporter

Congress Reporter

Reporter

Congressional Reporter

White House Reporter

Email

mary k bruce@abc.com
bearovillano@ap.org
jcolvin@ap.org
rlardner@ap.org
mvlee@ap.org
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lasseo1@bloomberg.net
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aedgerton@bloomberg.net
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nidhi.prakash@buzzfeed.com
ken.bensinger@buzzfeed.com
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marisa.schultz@nypost.com
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SSant@npr.org
dwalsh@npr.org
sneuman@npr.org
yamiche@newshour.org
jmedaniel@philly.com
jbresnahan@politico.com
beverett@politico.com
sferris@politico.com
mlevine@politico.com
drogers@politico.com
jsherman@politico.com
ddiamond@politico.com

david.henry@thomsonreuters.com

david.morgen@thomsonreuters.corr
patricia zengerte@thomsonreuters.c
steve.a.holland@thomsonreuters.co

bridgetbowman@rollcall.com
nielslesniewski@cgrollcall.com
simonepathe@cqrolIcall.com

jbrunner@seattletimes.com
josullivan@seattletimes.com
rwagoner@seattletimes.com
Ibernstein@sbgtv.com
dsweeney@sun-sentinel.com
javier.vegaurreta@nbcuni.com
tpurdum@theatlantic.com
jess.bidgood@globe.com
elizabeth.goodwin@globe.com
lauren.gambino@theguardian.corr
Jjbowden@thehill.com
mgreenwood@thehill.com
bsamuels@thehill.com
swong@thehill.com
aida.chavez@theintercept.com
julie.davis@nytimes.com
catie.edmondson@nytimes.com
lipton@nytimes.com
jeremyp@nytimes.com
jonathan.weisman@nytimes.com
niraj.chokshi@nytimes.com
maggie.haberman@nytimes.com
susan_glasser@newyorker.com
Rachael.Bade@washpost.com
donna.cassata@washpost.com
james.hohmann@washpost.com
colby.rtkowitz@washpost.com
philip.rucker@washpost,com
ben.terris@washpost.com
erica.wemer@washpost.com
katie.zezima@washpost.com
Ibarnes@thinkprogress.org
chansen@usnews.com

cspang@VOANews.COM
mbowman@voa.gov
CParker@voanews.com
ella.nilsen@vox.com
natalie.andrews@wsj.com
mike.bender@wsj.com
kristina. peterson@wsj.com
vivian.salama@wsj.com
nlim@washingtonexaminer.c

Phone

1(202) 222-7700
(212) 621-1500
1(202)641-9000
1(202)641-9534
1(202)641-9498

1(202) 624-1953
1(202) 624-1800
1(202) 624-1800
1(202) 624-1800
1(202) 624-1800

1(212) 431-7464
1(516)415-2358
1(202) 626-4366
1(202) 457-4444
1(202) 662-8808
1(617) 450-2300
1(201)735-2622
1(202) 898-7911
1(202) 898-7911
1(202) 898-7911

1(212)522-1212

1(202)383-6101
1(202) 383-6089
1(202) 383-6000
1(202) 638-6830
1(212) 664-4444
1(415)321-1700
1(212)413-6142
1(425) 703-4631
1(212) 664-4444
1(202) 885-4200
(202) 885-4200

1(202) 885-4200
1(202) 885-4200
1(202) 885-4200

(202)393-1787

1(202)513-2000

1(202) 513-2000
1(202)513-2000
1(703) 998-2170
1(215) 854-4549
1(703) 647-8546
1(571)830-8418
1(703) 647-7999
1(703)341-4602
1(703) 647-7689
1(703) 647-7999
1(703)842-1726
1(617)300-2729

1(202) 898-8390
1(202) 898-8392
1(202) 650-6500
1(202)560-7514
1(202) 650-6500

1(206)515-5628
1(360) 236-8268
1(206) 464-2927
1(410)568-1500
1(954)356-4000
1(202) 737-7830
1(202) 266-6000
1(617) 929-2000
1(202) 857-5050

1(202) 628-8500
1(202) 628-8500
1(518) 395-3113
(202) 628-8500

1(202) 862-0412
1(202)862-0300
1(202) 862-0300
1(202) 862-0300
1(202) 862-0308

1(212) 286-2860
1(202) 334-6000
1(202)641-9490
1(202) 334-6000
1(202) 334-9957
1(202) 334-5916
1(202) 334-9418
1(202) 334-6000

1(703) 854-3400

1(202) 203-4322

1(202) 591-1140
1(202)862-9200
1(202) 725-5805
1(202) 256-3749
1(202) 862-9200
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